
 

 

Welcome to the November edition of Grapevine, the monthly e-bulletin for clergy and parish 
teams, put together by comms@cofeguildford.org.uk.  

BGF grant helps launch project to support foodbank customers  

 

A grant of nearly £10K has been made from monies donated to 
the Bishop of Guildford’s Foundation, to establish a support 
project for foodbank customers who have complex ongoing 
issues.  
Epsom and Ewell foodbank is finding clients have multiple 
problems which cannot be resolved over a short chat while 
visiting the foodbank. The aim is to create a one-to-one service 
to help clients focus on the issues affecting their lives, growing 
in confidence, improving their economic capacity and helping 
them out of food poverty. Full story 

Update on the move to Church House Guildford 

 
 

 
 

At the end of August we shared the news that diocesan parish support teams will be coming together 
under one roof in Church House Guildford, an office on the Surrey Research Park, following an 18 month 
process to find suitable premises. The move had been made all the more urgent to avoid the need for 
costly expenditure on our existing offices and to provide the flexible and accessible space needed by  staff 
and visitors, to support mission and community work in our parishes and church schools.  
 
Building preparation is well underway, with a key focus on providing cost-effective and inclusive facilities: 
a visitor area, prayer space, training rooms and resource centre, all with wheelchair access. The variety of 
resources currently available at the Education Centre will be rehoused here – including a range of books, 
multimedia, lesson objects and artefacts to help you enrich work in schools and churches.  
 
We will also be making good use of the furniture donated by the previous tenant, and our current 
furniture will then become available to parishes and community groups – more to follow. While our 
address is changing, all telephone numbers and email addresses will remain the same. Things are on track 
for a move before Christmas and we look forward to updating you as we move in. 
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All the latest news stories from around the Diocese of Guildford are live on our website.  

Changes to parish share for 2018 and 2019  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

It's time to end this invisible misery 
 

 
 
Churches can be key players in raising awareness of modern 
slavery and in reporting their concerns where they suspect 
something is not quite right. Make sure you know how to spot the 
signs of modern slavery, what to do and how you can report it.  
 
Run by the Church of England, the Clewer Initiative sets out to 
enable church networks to develop strategies for detecting 
modern slavery in their communities, helping to provide victim 
support and care for those who face misery on a day to day basis. 
 
In support of the Clewer Initiative, the Diocese of Guildford will be 
working in partnership with the police, other agencies and the 
wider voluntary sector to raise awareness of where and how 
modern slavery is operating in the diocese, sharing ways churches 
can respond to the hidden nature of this issue. Read more 

Staying in touch 

There’s a lot more happening 
around the diocese than we can fit 
into Grapevine so visit our website 
for all the latest stories. If you want 
help publicising a news story or 
event please get in touch at 
comms@cofeguildford.org.uk.  
 

 

GDPR resources are available now 
 

 
 

Is your parish prepared for the 
change in the law surrounding data 
protection which comes into play 
next May? 
 
There is now a simple two-page 
guide, along with a whole host of 
resources including sample privacy 
statements and checklist to ensure 
you are ready for the changes.  
 
Parishes can use the information to 
inform a discussion ahead of the 
compliance date, and identify any 
areas where change is needed.  

As Christmas approaches, the diocese’s parish support teams 
are busy working out parish share for next year, as well as 
producing a guide of what parishes will be asked to give from 
2019 under a new parish share system.  
 
Last week we shared figures for 2018 with treasurers and 
incumbents in all our parishes, and in January we will send out 
provisional 2019 figures, along with a full range of supporting 
materials. There will be an animated video, a detailed 
explanation of the new system, and FAQs document, which we 
hope will help everyone to understand and feel supported 
through the changes.  
 
We hope the new system achieves a balance of being fair and 
simple, supporting growth across our diocese, so that mission 
support is being given where it is most needed. Read the blog 
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All upcoming events for the Diocese of Guildford are available in the events section on our 
website – visit it regularly to stay up to date. Some of our featured events are included below. 

 
 

 

Local Ministry Programme: Looking for something more from your Bible studies? 
 
 

 

The Royal School of Church Music presents an evening about using music in worship 
 

 
 

 

    
 
 

 

Join us to broaden your understanding of the 

Christian faith and explore new areas of 

knowledge. There are still a few places left for our 

modules starting in January:  

 Introduction to the Bible 

 Mission and Evangelism 

All sessions are at Christ’s College, Larch Avenue, 

Guildford GU1 1JY. Each evening begins with a 

short service of Evening Prayer at 7.30pm. 

Cost: £80 per module, including all teaching 

sessions and course materials 

For more information or to book, contact 

paulette.withycombe@cofeguildford.org.uk or 

call 01483 790351. 

 

 

Great news - while still supporting church choirs in every 
format, we also have plenty to offer churches that have 
worship bands, music groups, use music for cantor and 
congregation, congregational-only music, and much 
more.  
  
Clergy and music makers are warmly invited to our 
relaunch event where you’ll be able to share your 
experiences and hear how the Royal School of Church 
Music can help support your use of music in worship. 
 

Wednesday 10 January, 7.30pm – 9.00pm 
St Nicholas Church Hall, Bury St, Guildford GU2 4AW 

 
Book your FREE place by contacting David Crick, Guildford 
Area Chairman at rscm.guildford.area.chair@gmail.com   
 

 
 
The evening will be led by Rosemary Field (RSCM Deputy 
Director) and the Revd Helen Bent (RSCM Head of 
Ministerial Training). We look forward to welcoming you 
and introducing ourselves over plenty of cheese and 
wine! 
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 News from Guildford Cathedral  

Don’t miss our Cathedral’s popular winter market and fair! 
 
Thursday 16 November (6.30 – 9pm) and 
Saturday 18 – Sunday 19 November 
(10am - 4pm).  
 
This festive event will host up to 70 
exhibitors in the newly re-furbished 
Cathedral building and marquee, selling 
bespoke Christmas gifts and decorations 
as well as food and wine, pamper 
hampers, jewellery and much more. 
 
Information and tickets are available from 
the Cathedral website; or telephone 
01483 547881.  
 

Coming soon – A Christmas Carol 
A retelling of the classic tale of transformation and forgiveness on Monday 27 November 
Tickets from £15 are available at www.guildford-cathedral.org/events/boxoffice   
 

Advent Sunday on 3 December 
 
Join us for a whole host of celebrations 
marking the beginning of the new Church year, 
including Angels Family Fun, an incredible 
display of over 100 angels created by our 
church schools. 
 
9.45am  
Choral Eucharist with lighting of the first 
candle of Advent. 
 
1.30pm – 3.30pm 
Free, child-friendly, angel-themed crafts in the 
Nave and join our Cathedral choir in singing 
‘Hark the Herald Angels Sing’. 
 
6pm  
Advent Procession, a service taking us from 
darkness to light. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Interested in making your own angel to be 
included in our heavenly host?  
 

 
 
Over 42 infant, junior and secondary schools are 
working on more than 146 angels ahead of our 
Advent Sunday celebrations on 3 December.  
 
Free standing and ranging in size from 30cm to 
180cm, each angel is wonderfully unique.  
 
If your parish has a youth club, children’s group or 
a team of creative crafters who would like to make 
an angel for display in the Cathedral during 
advent, please get in touch!   
 
Contact: Charlotte Potter, Head of Schools and 
Family Learning, charlottep@guildford-
cathedral.org and 01483 547880. 
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PCC Tonight Training Evening, Newbury 
 
 

How's your PCC doing? Focused, fun and fruitful? Or a little different to that? 
 
When: Thursday 25 January 

Where: St Nicolas Newbury, NEWBURY, RG14 5HG 

Who: You and your whole PCC! 

What: Suitable for all PCC members, this fun, informative evening will help you to clarify 

the purpose and place of your PCC and explore some common dysfunctions. You will also 

be introduced to material you can use to help shape the life of your PCC back at church. 

Cost: £12 for the first booking, £3 for each additional member of your PCC 

Read more about it at: www.cpas.org.uk/pcc  

 

Download your advent resources  
 

 
 
Big Family Christmas Advent resources includes an 
all-age Nativity talk, messy play activities for 
children, a reverse Advent calendar, and ways to 
help you reach out to chronically hungry children 
during this special time of the year. 
 
Celebrate the joy and hope of Advent by joining 
Mary’s Meals to provide the world’s poorest 
children with a meal in school: 1.2 million children 
in 14 countries. Each nutritious meal is a message 
of love and hope for every one of those children, 
every school day. Download your resource pack 

http://www.cpas.org.uk/pcc
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Calling all Treasurers and 
Churchwardens 
 

 
 
Why not use the support of over 

100 of the most helpful experts 

in your role?  

 

Join the Diocese of Guildford 

Peer Support Forum and learn 

from the expertise of others in 

your role: Churchwarden forum 

Treasurer forum 

 

Bible Drama workshops and 

schools assembly program 

 

 
 

FREE school assemblies 

bookings are now open for next 

term. A popular resource for 

schools in the diocese and a 

wonderful way to prepare for 

Lent and Easter. Book now at 

www.wintershall-

education.com/school-

visits/assembly-booking/  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful resources 

Noticeboard  

You and Ministry weekend 
 

 
 

Friday 9 – Sunday 11 February 

Saint Columba's House, Woking, GU22 8AB 

 

For anyone (aged 16 or over) who wants to explore their 

sense of calling to ordained or other authorised ministries 

in the church. Each weekend provides opportunities to 

listen to Bible teaching, gather information, talk in 

confidence with impartial advisers and share fellowship 

with others considering their call: all in a relaxed 

atmosphere, with good food. 

 

The course costs £155; accommodation is £42.50 - £60.00 

Find out more at www.cpas.org.uk/youandministry  

 

The highest standards of conservation craftsmanship  
 

 
 

The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings (SPAB) is 

inviting entries for its annual John Betjeman award,  

celebrating excellence in the conservation and repair of 

places of worship of any faith in England and Wales. 

 

The judges are looking for work carried out in the last 18 

months which best represents the careful approach to 

conservation, being beautiful and inspiring. Read more 

Closing date: 20 February   
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Want to volunteer in an interesting environment? 

  

 
 

With flexible hours to suit you, joining the award-winning Surrey Appropriate Adults Volunteer 

Service, could be just what you are looking for.  

 

Headed by the Diocese of Guildford, the project has supported over 25,000 vulnerable people in 

police custody, operating 24/7, 365 days a year. 

 

If you’re calm, self-assured and sympathetic we’d love to hear from you. You’ll have a full 

induction, safeguarding training and ongoing support by a mentor. You don’t need any previous 

knowledge of legal procedures or social work, just to be able to give impartial support to 

vulnerable detainees to help them understand how to exercise their rights. 

 

Can you be a friendly face to people who may be feeling frightened and confused in an 
unfamiliar situation? To find out more about becoming a volunteer please visit www.saavs.org  
 

 

 
Trustees wanted for young people’s charity, The Source   

 
An inclusive charity transforming the lives of vulnerable and disadvantaged young people is recruiting for 
two new Trustees.   
 
The Source is passionate about supporting and empowering young people who are isolated or struggling, 
have challenging family relationships, are homeless, live on their own or in care, or who have mental health 
issues.  Our doors are open to everyone regardless of belief or background. 
 
We’re looking for enthusiastic and committed Christians belonging to a local church who can bring 
knowledge and experience, and with a passion for supporting young people to transform their lives.  
Visit the website for more information or contact Ellie Jones, Director, at ellie.jones@thesourceforyou.co.uk 
or call 01252 333330. 

 

http://www.saavs.org/
http://www.thesourceforyou.co.uk/community/the-source-13224/news/we-are-recruiting-trustees-for-our-board-10647http:/www.thesourceforyou.co.uk/community/the-source-13224/news/we-are-recruiting-trustees-for-our-board-10647
mailto:ellie.jones@thesourceforyou.co.uk


Good people wanted – great opportunities 

For all the latest clergy and non-clergy vacancies in the Diocese of Guildford, please visit our 

vacancies page. You’ll also find Church of England job opportunities on the national website.  

Growth Fund Manager 
 
Closing date: 6 December 

Details: 18 hours per week averaged over a year, aligned to growth fund activity. Funded for 5 years. 
 
We are looking for a skilled individual with a good knowledge of how parish churches work and 
the administrative gifts to manage and co-ordinate the Diocese of Guildford Growth Fund.  
 
Our diocesan strategy Transforming Church, Transforming Lives was launched in 2016, and our 
expanded £3 million Growth Fund aims to support the resourcing of the twelve transformational 
goals within the strategy.  Our successful bid to the Church Commissioners for over £1 million of 
Strategic Development Funding forms part of the new Growth Fund and supports the creation of 
new worshipping communities, as well as directly funding the Growth Fund Manager role.       
 
The Growth Fund Manager will have the exciting task of managing and coordinating this fund so that 
it achieves its aims.  
 
You will work as part of our Parish Development and Evangelism Team reporting to the director but 
working closely with colleagues across our diocesan teams and parishes, assisting and advising those 
applying for grants.   
 
Find out more at: www.cofeguildford.org.uk/about/vacancies/details/growth-fund-manager  
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