
 

 

Welcome to the August edition of Grapevine, the monthly e-bulletin for clergy and parish teams, put 
together by comms@cofeguildford.org.uk. 

Hearing Champions scheme wins Faith and Health Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A scheme that trains volunteers to carry out repairs on hearing 

aids has won the FaithAction Faith and Health Award 2018. 

‘Hear Here! – Hearing Champions’ is a partnership between four 

hospital audiology departments and churches in the Surrey and 

NE Hampshire area. Local NHS audiology staff train church 

volunteers in understanding hearing impairment and basic 

hearing aid maintenance. Supplied with batteries and tubes, these 
champions then offer drop-in ‘clinics’ in their local communities. 

Over 7,400 people have attended sessions since the scheme’s 
launch in 2013, with over 220 volunteers trained so far.  

Read the story. 

Ewell youth group take on 24-hour bike ride 

On 14 July the Genesis youth group at All Saints Church in West Ewell undertook a 24-hour static bike ride in 27 degree 
heat, raising over £750 toward a residential weekend away in October and their soon-to-be launched Youth Café. 

Genesis received overwhelming support from the church community  

which helped motivate them through the exhausting bike ride. 

One Genesis leader Fiona Scullion said: 

    “We knew it was going to be a long 24 hours. We knew we needed to  

be focussed, resilient and to work as a team. We also knew it was a  
totally mad idea to cycle on static bikes for 24 hours!” 

Not ones to shy away from a challenge, on Saturday 14 July at precisely  

10 am they started to cycle on static bikes, under the gazebo on the  

meadow and continued until Sunday 15 July at 10 am. 

Given the extreme heat, it was necessary to change cyclists every 20  

minutes which resulted in 72 slots of 20 mins with no breaks  -  

1440 minutes of cycling. No corners were cut –  one of the three bikes  

used was in motion the whole time. This resulted in some tricky  
changeovers, but maintained the objective of cycling continuously.  

Fiona added: 

    “All through the day and evening, we had visitors from church who  

came and spent time chatting with us and drinking tea and buying cakes.  

It felt like something bigger than just a sponsored event, it felt God driven.”    Read the story. 

    IMG_1322 

mailto:comms@cofeguildford.org.uk
http://www.faithaction.net/go/award/
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/whats-on/news/detail/2018/07/09/hearing-champions-scheme-wins-faith-and-health-award
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/whats-on/news/detail/2018/07/25/ewell-youth-group-take-on-24-hour-bike-ride


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All the latest news stories from around the Diocese of Guildford are live on our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

£6,000 BGF grant helps the vulnerable and isolated in Epsom & Ewell 

Gruelling Guildford Triathlon conquered by diocesan team 

Five athletes from the Sports Ministry team and other  

roles across the diocese took on, and completed the  

Guildford Triathlon in gruelling 29-degree heat on 7 July  
at Surrey Sports Park. 

The team included three first-time triathletes, Vicar Greg  

Cushing and Youth Worker Marc Harst from Alfold with  

Loxwood and Oli Deeks, Youth Director at Camberley  

Youth for Christ. They joined Jess Visser from Grace  

Church London and John McCabe, Rector of Byfleet, to  

complete the event which consisted of a 500m pool  
swim, 22km road cycle and 5km trail run. 

Read the story, including the couple of hiccups on the way. 

Gaming festival to be hosted by local church plant 

On Sunday 23 September Bordon will be hosting something 

completely new, Gamesfest 2018 - its first all-age and family 

friendly table top gaming Festival. 
 

Read the story 

Staying in touch 

There’s a lot more happening around the diocese 

than we can fit into Grapevine so visit our website 

for all the latest stories. If you want help publicising 

a news story or event please get in touch at 

comms@cofeguildford.org.uk.  

 

 All upcoming events for the Diocese of 

Guildford are available in the events section 

on our website – visit it regularly to stay up to 

date. Some of our featured events are 
included below. 

A £6,000 grant has been made by The Bishop of Guildford’s Foundation to help with counselling and the cost of running 

The Meeting Room, which supports homeless, socially isolated and vulnerable people in Epsom, Ewell and Mole Valley. 
Many of those supported have mental health problems, or suffer from depression and have trouble managing their issues. 

Joanna Sherring, trustee and volunteer at The Meeting Room, said: 

“We are very grateful for this support from  

The Bishop of Guildford’s Foundation; our  

services are becoming increasingly important  

as benefits and support services are squeezed.  

The Meeting Room supports people and can  

advocate for them when they are afraid to  

speak.” 

Read the story.  

Join the conversation 

/cofeguildford 

@cofeguildford 

http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/news
http://www.facebook.com/cofeguildford
http://www.twitter.com/cofeguildford
http://www.facebook.com/cofeguildford
http://www.twitter.com/cofeguildford
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/whats-on/news/detail/2018/07/19/gruelling-guildford-triathlon-conquered-by-diocesan-team
http://www.facebook.com/cofeguildford
http://www.twitter.com/cofeguildford
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/whats-on/news/detail/2018/07/17/gaming-festival-to-be-hosted-by-local-church-plant
http://www.facebook.com/cofeguildford
http://www.twitter.com/cofeguildford
http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/
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Eco-Diocese Launch 

The Diocese of Guildford is committed to becoming an Eco-

Diocese, part of the Eco Church scheme - A Rocha UK's award 

scheme to encourage and recognise churches in England and 

Wales that demonstrate the gospel is good news for God's 
creation. 

We warmly welcome you to join Bishop Jo Bailey-Wells for 

the launch of Eco Church, which helps to encourage and 

enable your church to better care for God’s creation, in the 
Diocese of Guildford. 

 

 

 

 

 

St Peter's Church, Frimley Green Road, Frimley, GU16 7AQ 

Monday 24 September: 19:00 – 21:00 

Book your place. 

 

 

Beginners Preaching Workshop for Young People 

Young preacher of the year is back for another year!  

Young preacher of the year is aimed to help support and 

encourage young people around the diocese in the art of 

preaching and this year we're  

delighted to offer this training  

workshop to help you give  

preaching a go before Young  
Preacher of the Year kicks off. 

This free training is for any  

young people interested in  

exploring preaching and will  

cover the central tenets of  

preaching - preparation,  

delivery and how to start! 

Lunch and refreshments  
provided. 

Church House Guildford, 20 Alan Turing Road, GU2 7YF 
Saturday 17 November 10:00 – 15:00 

Book your place.  

Carers Afternoon Tea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carers Afternoon Tea & Dedicated Evensong with the 
Motivation by Music - Gospel Choir 

All carers and those being cared for are welcome for a 

relaxed afternoon tea and entertainment. 

Following the event, we welcome anyone who would like to 

stay and join the dedicated Evensong service in the 
Cathedral (approx. end 6:30pm) 

Guildford Cathedral, Stag Hill, Guildford, GU2 7UP 

Thursday 11 October: 15:30 - 17:30 

Book your place. 

Here Hear Training 

 

 

 

 

 

One in six people have a hearing loss in our Diocese.  

With an increasing older population and longer life 

expectancy our church buildings need to be able to welcome 

and accommodate those with sensory loss to aid 

communication. 

We are looking for volunteers to: 

- Be trained in the basic maintenance of hearing aids to 

become ‘Hearing Champions’  

- Offer these simple maintenance sessions at existing church 
social events e.g. coffee mornings, lunches, afternoon teas.  

Training sessions in October are now available to book onto. 
Reserve your place now!  

Watch a video about the impact of the Hear here project 

 

https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/whats-on/events/detail/eco-diocese-launch
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/whats-on/events/detail/young-preacher-of-the-year-training
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/whats-on/events/detail/carers-afternoon-tea
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/whats-on/events/detail/hear-here-project-training-day-october
https://www.facebook.com/CofEGuildford/videos/1017790871682657/


 

Updates from Guildford Cathedral  

 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t miss the organ recitals!   
 
A number of organ recitals are available at Guildford Cathedral to celebrate  
the return of the Cathedral’s Organ.  

Join us on Thursday evenings at 19.30 as we continue to celebrate the  
return of the Cathedral’s organ with a series of recitals.  
 
2 August – Richard Moore 

9 August – Katy Silverman 

16 August – Stephen Farr 

23 August – Paul Provost 

Four recitals are available on Thursdays in August – all starting at 19:30 
       
Admission is free. Further information is available from the Cathedral 

website; phone 01483 547880. 

Threads through Revelation 

Guildford Cathedral is delighted to be hosting the 
celebrated touring "Threads through Revelation" 
exhibition which is a spectacular display of vibrant 
textile art by Jacqui Parkinson. Using fabric, silks, paint, 
stitching and metallic leathers she has created 
dramatic designs inspired by the images from 
Revelation.  

Canon Dr Julie Gittoes says: “Revelation is one of the 
most challenging and inspiring books of the Bible. It 
explores some of the big themes of what it is to be 
human and the nature of God: life and faith, death and 
judgement, good and evil, the new heaven and the 
new earth. Jacqui’s imaginative creativity draws us into 
this strange and compelling realm in a way which 
resonates powerfully with us today”. 

The exhibition will run from 22 August – 12 October 
10:00 – 12:30 

More information.  

Guided Tours 

Guided tours of Guildford Cathedral are now available on 
Thursdays and Saturdays!  

Join our expert Guides and explore Guildford Cathedral, 
The People’s Cathedral, an iconic Grade II listed building, 
designed and built by Sir Edward Maufe. 

The tour lasts approximately an hour and is £4 per person; 
tickets are available from the Cathedral Shop. 

More information and tour schedule.  

https://www.guildford-cathedral.org/events/summer-organ-recitals
https://www.guildford-cathedral.org/events/summer-organ-recitals
https://www.guildford-cathedral.org/news/2018/threads-through-revelation
https://www.guildford-cathedral.org/visit/tours


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Assistant Foundation Training 

We are now taking applications for the next course of 

Pastoral Assistant Foundation training, starting in January.  

The closing date for applications is 30 October 2018, but 

please note that courses can be full before that date and 
places are filling up rapidly! 

Information and application packs are available from 
margaret.smith@cofeguildford.org.uk  

Not sure? Do contact Sue Lawrence to discuss on 01483 

790357 or sue.lawrence@cofeguildford.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sue Lawrence will be leaving her role as the Senior Trainer of 

Pastoral Assistants at the end of August. She has overseen an 

extraordinary growth in pastoral assistant ministry in the 

diocese and we wish her well in the future. Revd Kerry Tucker 
will take over as Senior Trainer in September. 

Diocesan Day on Prayer 

What Can New Monasticism Teach Us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us at Guildford Cathedral for the next diocesan day on 

prayer featuring a key note speaker followed by workshops 
on modern communities of prayer. 

Open to all the day promises to be richly rewarding as key 

note speaker Ian Mobsby looks at what new monasticism 
can teach us as Christians. 

A £10 Donation would be appreciated to cover costs. 

Saturday 2 February 10:00 – 15:00 
Guildford Cathedral, Stag Hill, GU2 7UP 

Book your place. 

mailto:margaret.smith@cofeguildford.org.uk
mailto:sue.lawrence@cofeguildford.org.uk
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/whats-on/events/detail/diocesan-day-on-prayer-2019
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/whats-on/events/detail/it's-your-call-september


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refugee Support Conference 

What more can we do? 

Join Bishop Andrew, Maurice Wren (CEO of Refugee Council) 

and other leading figures for a morning of learning from 

other people’s testimonies and experiences from across 

Surrey and around the nation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Monday 5 November 9:30 - 13:00 

St Saviour’s Church, Woodbridge Rd, Guildford, GU1 4QD 
 

Book Your Place. 
 

Clergy Reflective Walk 

All members of clergy in the Diocese of Guildford are 

invited to join the Archdeacon of Surrey Paul Davies for a 

reflective walk. 

Starting point and walking route to be confirmed, more 
details available shortly.  

Places are filling up quickly, book your place to avoid 
missing out.  

Tuesday 19 March 10:00 – 16:00 

Book your place. 

https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/whats-on/events/detail/refugee-support-conference-2018
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/whats-on/events/detail/clergy-reflective-walk
https://christchurchwoking.churchsuite.co.uk/events/rkwwjl8p


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bridging the Gap 

 

 

 

 

 

An exciting event to explore fresh ways to reach children and 

young people in the community that’s open to all church 

leaders, youth workers and volunteers.  

A morning of  talks, debate and facilitated discussions around 

real case studies, featuring youth leaders from different 
denominations and young people sharing their experiences.  

It will also offer an opportunity to explore new opportunities 

and ways that Boys' and Girls' Brigades are bridging the gap. 

Grace Church, Chertsey Street, Guildford, GU1 4HL 
Saturday 8 September: 9:30 – 13:30 

Book your place.  

WW1 Commemoration Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

This year marks the centenary of the end of the First World 
War.  

You can find resources, ideas and national and local 

initiatives to help churches commemorate the centenary of 
the end of World War 1. 

Alongside some worship and prayer resources from the 

Church of England you can find details of how to apply for 

funding to help others better understand the war, uncover 
its stories and explore what it means to us today. 

More information. 

Growth Fund 

The Growth Fund, which exists to enable new initiatives in 

the Diocese of Guildford which further the Diocesan 

strategy of Transforming Church, Transforming Lives, is 
currently taking applications for small fixed grants. 

Fixed Grants and Small Grants (up to £500): Applications for 

fixed and small grants can be made at any time – there are 

no set application dates – and will be assessed within 3 
weeks.  

There are currently  

two eligible projects  

for a fixed grant:  

1.Holiday Hunger  

2.Card Readers  

Fixed Grants are offered on a first come first served basis 

and will close for applications once the maximum amount 
has been awarded.  

Medium and large grants are also considered – see for the 
Growth Fund webpage for more details.  

MaintenanceBooker 

MaintenanceBooker is a new service brought to you by the 

National Churches Trust which makes it easy for churches, 

chapels and historic buildings to access the highest standard 

of building maintenance services. 

Through MaintenanceBooker you can advertise the 

maintenance task you need to complete and receive multiple 

no obligation quotes within 7 – 14 days from accredited 

suppliers – you may then book a supplier or not. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More information and register for the site. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bridging-the-gap-tickets-46878290228
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/resources/world-war-1-commemoration
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/about/pde/stewardship-funding/funding-and-grants/growth-fund
https://www.maintenancebooker.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious Education in Primary Schools – Clergy Briefing 

A session briefing intended for clergy who have a primary 
school in their parish.  

The session will cover the new Surrey Agreed Syllabus for 

Religious education – giving clergy an overview of how the 

syllabus has been created and highlight opportunities 

for clergy to contribute to the primary Religious 
Education curriculum. 

It will also enable participants to consider the best ways 

to partner with the schools they serve in the delivery 
of Religious Education. 

 

Monday 1 October 2018: 14:00 – 16:00 
Church House Guildford, 20 Alan Turing Rd, GU2 7YF 
 

Book by emailing Jane.Whittington@cofeguildford.org.uk  

The Resource Centre and Theological Library online 

Did you know that there is an online catalogue for The 

Resource Centre (Church House Guildford) and the 

Theological Library (Guildford Cathedral)? 

Look up the book you want to borrow and double check 

that it is in stock and available before leaving home by 
looking it up online.  

You can also sign up to join the Resource Centre and 

Theological Library (two for the price of one!) Apply online 
and your library card will be sent to you through the post. 

Any queries then please email 
steff.shepherd@cofeguildford.org.uk  

 

 

 

Prisons Week 

 

 

 

Prisons are here in the Diocese 

There are four prisons in the Diocese of Guildford with 

a combined population of over 2,000 people and a 
dedicated chaplaincy team. 

For Prisons Week 2018 we will be praying specifically 

for HMP Send, HMP Downview, HMP Coldingley, HMP 
High Down in the diocese.  

Discover what prison ministry involves, what it means 

to our chaplains and how you can help on the Prison 
Chaplaincy webpage. 

14th – 20th October 2018 

Find out more about our prison chaplaincy. 

Clergy Golf 

 

 

 

 

 

This will again be held at Worplesdon on Monday 24th 
September.  

We tee off from 10.00 followed by informal lunch, finishing at 
about 15.30.  

An official handicap is not essential, but it should be 

realistically estimated as not more than 28 for men and 36 
for ladies. 

Cost: £30 to be paid on the day, plus bar snack lunch. Jacket 
and tie not needed. 

To apply or to request further information, please contact 

Rev Dr Colin Sowter on colin.sowter@btopenworld.com  

mailto:Jane.Whittington@cofeguildford.org.uk
http://guildi.cirqahosting.com/
http://www.guildford-cathedral.org/learn/library
mailto:steff.shepherd@cofeguildford.org.uk
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/about/communities-engagement/chaplaincy-(hospital-hospice-prison-police)/prisons
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/about/communities-engagement/chaplaincy-(hospital-hospice-prison-police)/prisons
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/about/communities-engagement/chaplaincy-(hospital-hospice-prison-police)/prisons
mailto:colin.sowter@btopenworld.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safe Car Wash App 

“Through the Safe Car Wash App we now have a chance to 

help tackle this scourge which is damaging so many people’s 
lives."    The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby 

Modern slavery is hidden in plain sight on our high streets. 

The National Crime Agency thinks there are tens of 

thousands of people being exploited in the UK, forced to 

work long hours, for little or no pay, and under threat of 
violence.  

Some of those people are  

being exploited in hand car  

washes - download the Safe  

Car Wash app and help stop  

modern slavery. Within  

the first month of the app’s  

release, 11 modern slavery  

cases in car washes were  

opened from callers encouraged to make a report through 

the ‘Safe Car Wash’ app that indicated 69 potential victims 
of labour exploitation in car washes. 

More information.  

 

 
Christian Children’s Workers and Groups Supporting 

RE Lessons in Primary schools 

A training session for Christians that support Religious 

Education in primary schools that will: 

 Introduce both the revised Surrey Agreed Syllabus for 

Religious Education and the Guildford Diocesan 

Guidelines for Religious Education 

 Enable participants to consider the best ways to 

partner with the schools that they serve in the delivery 

of RE 

Tuesday 13 November: 10:00 – 12:00 
Church House Guildford, 20 Alan Turing Rd, GU2 7YF 

To book please email jane.whittington@cofeguildford.org.uk 

Modern Slavery 
 

Modern day slavery & human trafficking is here on our 

doorsteps. Learn to detect the signs of modern slavery. 

 

 

 

 We See You… Victims trapped in modern 

slavery 

 We See You… Agencies and organisation 

working to end modern slavery 

 We See You… The local church working in your 

communities to help those affected by modern 

slavery 
As part of The Clewer Initiative, a 3 year project to enable 
CofE Diocese and Church networks to develop strategies to 
detect modern slavery in our community, a free talk by 
Health & Wellbeing Adviser Suzette Jones is available to 

your church and community.  

For more details and to book a talk please  
email suzette.jones@cofeguildford.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

Getting Started with Prayer Spaces in Schools 

Prayer Spaces in Schools  

enable children and young  

people, of all faiths and none, 

to explore important life  

questions, spirituality and faith  

in a safe, creative and  

interactive way.  

This session will cover what  

prayer spaces are, how they  

work while exploring a range 

 of prayer space activities  

suitable for schools and the  

practical steps required to set up and run an engaging safe  
and appropriate prayer space in a school setting. 

Friday 12 October: 10:00 – 13:00 

Church House Guildford, 20 Alan Turing Rd, GU2 7YF 
 

To book please email jane.whittington@cofeguildford.org.uk 

 

https://www.theclewerinitiative.org/safecarwash
mailto:jane.whittington@cofeguildford.org.uk
mailto:suzette.jones@cofeguildford.org.uk
mailto:jane.whittington@cofeguildford.org.uk


 

Good people wanted – great opportunities 

For all the latest clergy and non-clergy vacancies in the Diocese of Guildford, please visit our 
vacancies page. You’ll also find Church of England job opportunities on the national website. 

 

Administrator/Personal Assistant in the Parish Development & Evangelism Team 

The Diocese of Guildford is looking for an Administrator to join its Parish Development and Evangelism Team and help 

deliver the Transforming Church, Transforming Lives vision. 

 Do you have excellent administrative skills? 
 Are you confident in using and learning a variety of IT systems and programs? 

 Are you a team player who is able to use your gifts to enable others? 

Find out more and apply: cofeguildford.org.uk/about/vacancies/details/pde-administrator-personal-assistant  

Personal Assistant to the Archdeacon of Surrey  

The Diocese of Guildford seeks a highly competent and professional Personal Assistant to provide comprehensive 
administrative and clerical support. 

This is a great opportunity if you have a passion to serve with integrity and the desire to use your initiative to ensure 
the efficient running of the Archdeacon's schedule and office. Your strong organisational and planning skills wi ll enable 

you to prioritise confidently and will be matched by your willingness and ability to adapt to changing priorities.  

Find out more and apply: cofeguildford.org.uk/about/vacancies/details/personal-assistant-to-the-archdeacon-of-surrey 

http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/vacancies
http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/vacancies
https://pathways.churchofengland.org/
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/about/vacancies/details/pde-administrator-personal-assistant
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/about/vacancies/details/personal-assistant-to-the-archdeacon-of-surrey
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/about/vacancies

