Welcome to the January edition of Grapevine, the monthly e-bulletin for clergy and parish teams,
put together by comms@cofeguildford.org.uk.

New Year’s Honour for treasured church volunteer
Each year, the New Year’s Honours list recognises individuals that are
making a difference to the lives of many. The Queen honours them
with prestigious awards, including MBEs, OBEs and BEMs, as a reward
for their hard work, dedication and achievements.
Penny Hodgson from Christ Church, Shamley Green is one Surrey
resident to have earned a spot on the New Year’s Honours list.
Lifelong nurse and volunteer, Penny has been a key member of Christ
Church for many years and has been awarded the British Empire
Medal for her services to older people and the community in Shamley
Green.
Vicar, Revd Sally Davies said:
“We are delighted that Penny has been recognised in this way. It is
very well-deserved as she is an invaluable support to many, not least
myself!”
Penny moved to Shamley Green around 30 years ago and, after retiring at 65, spends most of her time volunteering for the
church and the community. She served as a churchwarden at Christ Church and was more recently authorised as a pastoral
assistant.
Read the story
Bethlehem Comes to Shere
A dedicated team at St James’ Shere recently brought the nativity story to life by creating a living Nativity photo booth.
Volunteers channelled their inner Joseph, creating a life-size stable from scratch, to give families the opportunity to recreate
scenes from the Nativity story with props at the ready and racks of costumes available.
Visitors poured in over two days, transforming into wise men, shepherds and angels with enthusiastic smiles and grimaces at
the ready.
Following the opportunity to secure an interesting Christmas
card design visitors were then read the Nativity story and given
a chance to reflect on what happened in the first stable in
Bethlehem.
The Revd Sarah Hutton, who organised the photo booth, said:
“I’m delighted with the response to the living nativity photo
booth! We had so many people turn up and some of the
photos are amazing!
“It’s a different way to tell the Christmas story and many people
told me that having a physical stable really allowed them to
connect with the story in a way they hadn’t been able to before.”
Read the story

Recognising our Carers

The Revd Clive Richardson, Carers Support Adviser, recounts his experience as carers
support adviser and a finalist in the National Health Service Journal Awards (HSJ).
Working with carers is an eye opening experience. Seeing the tireless work that they do to care for someone they love never
fails to move me. It is physically and emotionally demanding work, undertaken without pay and on top of normal home,
family and working responsibilities.
My work with young carers has brought me into contact with some of the strongest and potentially, least supported people I
have had the privilege of meeting. These are people who, in their childhood – supposedly the time when we are free to
explore, question and enjoy life – take on the physical and emotional burden of looking after a member or members of their
family. This often takes place on top of the increasingly demanding school or college work, work that directly impacts
prospects in life.
Read the story
All the latest news stories from around the Diocese of Guildford are live on our website.

Coming Home - The Bishop of Guildford's Christmas Sermon
Christmas Eve Communion, Guildford Cathedral, 24.12.18
Isaiah 52:7-10, Hebrews 1:1-4, John 1:1-14
‘So what did it feel like when you walked into church for the very first time?’ I asked Paula an hour before she was due to
be baptised and confirmed. She paused for a moment, and then, with tears welling up in her eyes, said: ‘It felt like I was
coming home’.
Coming home. It’s a big theme at this time of year, as many seek to be home for Christmas, crossing nations and even
continents to see that ambition fulfilled. Home is about place: the house where we were brought up, perhaps, or the
village in which we’ve settled. But home is also about people. When my parents moved to Hong Kong in the early
eighties, and invited us to join them at Christmastime, people would ask, ‘So where are you going for Christmas?’ to
which I would instinctively respond, ‘Oh, I’m going home’. I’d never lived in Hong Kong or anywhere near it, but even
then – as a young adult – home was where my parents were.
Read the sermon

All upcoming events for the Diocese of
Guildford are available in the events section
on our website – visit it regularly to stay up
to date. Some of our featured events are
included below.

Eco award for St John's Hale
St John’s Church, Hale, has received a Bronze Eco Church award
in recognition of both its commitment to reducing its carbon
emissions and of its encouragement of local wildlife.
The church uses renewable gas and electricity and has installed
swift boxes on the side of the church to encourage swifts to
nest.
Read the story

Staying in touch
There’s a lot more happening around the
diocese than we can fit into Grapevine so
visit our website for all the latest stories. If
you want help publicising a news story or
event please get in touch at
comms@cofeguildford.org.uk.

Young Preacher of the Year – Apply and Share Now!

Diocesan Day on Prayer - What Can New Monasticism
Teach Us?
Join us at Guildford Cathedral for the next diocesan day on
prayer featuring a key note speaker followed by workshops
on modern communities of prayer.
Open to all, the day promises to be richly rewarding as we
listen and learn from Ian Mobsby, workshop leaders and
one another.

Young Preacher of the Year, the Diocese of Guildford’s
competition to encourage young people to give preaching a
go, is back and ready for applications.

Aim of the day:
 to engage with where prayer and spirituality are
growing on the edges of church life
 to explore fresh rhythms of prayer in daily life
 to build on Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Festival 2018

The competition is open to anyone in school years 10 – 13
who live or worship within the diocese. The winner will
receive a trophy and the opportunity to preach their sermon
at a service in Guildford Cathedral.
Entry is simple with just a short 2-5 minute recording of you
preaching needed before Friday 11 January 2019. The entry
form and further details are available on the young preacher
of the year website.

Guildford Cathedral, Stag Hill, GU2 7UP
Saturday 2 February 10:00 – 15:00

Online Faculty System Training

Acorn School of Healing

Book your place

The Online Faculty System is to be introduced in the Diocese
in the New Year. All parishes will be able to apply for
faculties and List B permissions through this online portal.
Open to anyone in the parish who will be involved in applying
for faculties this important training will provide an overview
of the new online faculty system.
Come along and ensure you are ready for the new system!

Acorn have developed a strong understanding, sound
theology, and safe practice to support churches seeking to
grow a healing ministry.
Come along and learn and experience how to become and
stay involved in the healing ministry.
We will focus on developing our sensitivity to the voice of
the Holy Spirit and our awareness of how God is at work.
There will be worship along with time for learning,
discussion and putting it into practice. The morning will
conclude with a healing service.

Camberley - Saturday 12 January 9:30 – 13:00
Dorking – Saturday 26 January 9:30 – 13:00

Guildford Cathedral, Stag Hill, GU2 7UP
Saturday 5 January 10:00 – 13:00

Book your place for the Camberley session or Dorking session

Book your place

Can Faith Institutions Save our Planet?

Do you take card?
Did you know that you can take contributions by contactless
card in your church collection?
As fewer and fewer people carry cash, it’s becoming
increasingly important for parishes to look at alternative
ways to receive donations.

"As Christians we are called to be stewards of God's
wonderful creation. The challenges facing this creation are
numerous and well reported, but there are plenty of small
steps that we can take to help care for our planet. Often this
starts with ourselves, as individuals and churches.” +Andrew
Join Bishop Andrew and Shaukat Warraich (CEO of Faith
Associates) for a discussion about how we can tackle and
raise awareness of environmental issues from a faith
perspective.

Alongside small hand-held card readers (costing as little as
£19 each) there now are more sophisticated self-service
donation units available for churches to buy through the
Parish Buying service.
The parish buying system also offer reduced rates on
transaction fees – explore the options and find out more.
Find out more

H.G. Wells Conference Centre, Woking, GU21 6HJ
Tue 12 February 18:30 – 21:00
Book your place

Stained Glass in Focus

Mindfulness Course

Professional photographer Michael Sleigh has been capturing
images of stained glass over the last nine years, developing
into the visually arresting Church Stained Glass Project and
has culminated in an exhibition at Guildford Cathedral.
The aim of the project is to raise the appreciation of stained
glass showing the beauty and interesting details to be seen in
church windows, especially from the 1820’s to the present
day.

Mindfulness simply means paying attention to our
experience in the present moment, on purpose and with an
attitude of kindly acceptance.
This course, based on Mindfulness based stress reduction,
will explore Mindfulness within a Christian perspective,
explaining the concept and exploring how it can used in our
daily lives, our prayer life, with or without meditation, a
time of stillness.
All are welcome regardless of faith or none.

Guildford Cathedral, Stag Hill, GU2 7UP
Tuesday 15 January to Sunday 24 February

Church House Guildford, 20 Alan Turing Rd, GU2 7YF
Thursdays from 24 January 19:00 – 21:00
Register your interest - Suzette.jones@cofeguildford.org.uk

Living & Sharing a Jesus-Shaped Life Worldwide

Set my People Free! Forming and Releasing Disciples

In 2016 the whole Anglican Communion began a nine year
Season of Intentional Discipleship. Come along to be:


How can we form whole-life disciples and equip out
congregations for their Monday to Saturday ministry?
Come and learn about the resources available through the
Church of England's Setting God's People Free programme
and join with other church leaders to share experiences and
encourage each other as we seek to make confident,
prayerful, disciples of Jesus in daily life.




Part of a major shift in the culture of the Anglican
Church worldwide and engage your Church in Living &
Sharing A Jesus-Shaped Life.
Discover new resources to help foster a disciple-making
culture in your local church.
Preview this central element in the agenda for Lambeth
2020 and consider bringing this focus into our Diocesan
links and International Mission Partnerships

We will also be exploring online, group and individual
resources and discussing how to create a culture of
discipleship across ages.
Church House Guildford, 20 Alan Turing Road, GU2 7YF
Thursday 28 February 14:00 – 16:00
Book Your Place

We have a Church Development Plan - What Next?

Guildford – Wednesday 23 January 19:45 - 21:45
Oxshott – Monday 28 January 12:00 – 14:00
Book your place for the Guildford or Oxshott Session

Open The Book Initial Training

Training for Incumbents, Churchwardens and PCC Members
to help unlock the potential of your Church Development
Plan as a tool for promoting healthy change and creating
active participation. It'll look at:




How to keep your Church Development Plan at the
front and centre of what you do
How to continue to listen to God and adapt to
changing circumstances
How to do the above in the midst of busy lives!
Ever felt that your church should be connecting more with
your local primary school? Thought that children in schools
might be missing out on what the Bible has to show them?
Open the Book offers a programme of themed Bible stories,
each around 10 minutes long for assembly times at school.
Open the Book training is aimed at those setting up a new
team and those on existing teams who still require training.

Emmanuel Church, Shepherds Lane, Guildford, GU2 9SJ
Wednesday 30 January 14:00 – 16:00

St John’s Church, The Furrows, Walton-on-Thames, KT12 3JQ
Wednesday 16 January 10:00 – 15:00

Book Your Place

Book Your Place

What Comes After? Moving on Workshop

Men’s Mental Health Morning

This workshop for clergy will explore what their next job may
be and develop their abilities and confidence with the job
application process.
Led by Su Blanch, the workshop will cover getting your CV in
order, completing application forms properly, reading parish
profiles/job specifications intelligently and interview
technique.

A morning featuring guest speaker Geoff McDonald to help:
 Equip and inform men in our community about
mental health
 Reduce the stigma associated with depression and
anxiety issues for men
 Encourage conversations with your mates
Tickets - £15 each to include a full English breakfast
Venue to be confirmed
Thursday 7 March 9:30 – 15:30

The Drift, East Horsley, Leatherhead KT24 5HD
Saturday 19 January 9:00 – 13:00

Book your place

Tickets available from The Wheelhouse, 82 East Lane, KT24
6LQ or via 01483281898

Clergy Reflective Walk

Help Tackle Modern Slavery
“Through the Safe Car Wash App we now have a chance to
help tackle this scourge which is damaging so many people’s
lives."
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby
Modern slavery is hidden in plain sight on our high streets.
The National Crime Agency thinks there are tens of
thousands of people being exploited in the UK, forced to
work long hours, for little or no pay, and under threat of
violence.

All members of clergy within the Diocese of Guildford are
invited to join the Archdeacon of Surrey for a prayerful,
reflective and enjoyable walk.
Walking route to be confirmed.
Book your place to avoid missing out.
Tuesday 19 March 10:00 – 16:00
Book your place

Some of those people are
being exploited in hand car
washes - download the Safe
Car Wash app and help stop
modern slavery.
Further information and
resources are available from
the diocesan website. The page will be kelp updated with
the latest support to tackle modern slavery, check it
regularly and get involved.
More information

Come and hear the Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship

What makes a brilliant primary school assembly?

The wonderful choir is coming to Ruxley Church, bringing a
variety of songs and hymns, all with a gospel sound.
The choir has performed at a number of high profile events –
including the celebrations for Ghana’s 50th Anniversary of
Independence in the presence of the president of Ghana.
Refreshments will be available. Any proceeds will go towards
Sudbury School in Ghana, to help build their Library/IT
Centre.
Tickets are £10 each (children free)

A training session for Christians who lead primary school
assemblies – whether you’re a member of church staff, a
volunteer or part of an assembly team.
The training will cover worship in a school setting, the
contribution that can be made by Christian visitors, what
visitors leading assembly should avoid and resources and
ideas for collective worship with primary aged children.

Ruxley Church, Ewell, Epsom, KT19 0JG
Saturday 19 January 19:30
Buy your ticket – phone Anne and Brian on 020 8397 5809
A Briefing for clergy – Religious Education in primary schools

Church House Guildford, 20 Alan Turing Rd, GU2 7YF
Thursday 21 March 10:00 – 12:30
To book please email jane.whittington@cofeguildford.org.uk

Year Six Transition Workshops
A session for Christians with links to their local primary
school to introduce and think about how a year six transition
workshop could work in your school.
Although each workshop is unique they typically include
activities to help build self-esteem and ideas about how to
talk to new people before year six pupils move on to
secondary school.

A session briefing intended for clergy who have a primary
school in their parish. The session will cover the new Surrey
Agreed Syllabus for Religious education – giving clergy an

Come along if you’re interested in running such workshops
in your local primary school.

overview of how the syllabus has been created and
highlight opportunities for clergy to contribute to the
primary RE curriculum.
It will also enable participants to consider the best ways
to partner with the schools they serve in the delivery
of RE.
Church House Guildford, 20 Alan Turing Rd, GU2 7YF
Tuesday 5 February 10:00 – 12:00

Church House Guildford, 20 Alan Turing Rd, GU2 7YF
Tuesday 29 January 10:00 – 12:00

To book please email jane.whittington@cofeguildford.org.uk

To book please email jane.whittington@cofeguildford.org.uk

Good people wanted – great opportunities
For all the latest clergy and non-clergy vacancies in the Diocese of Guildford, please visit our
vacancies page. You’ll also find Church of England job opportunities on the national website.

Project Manager - Acorn Christian Healing Foundation
Closing Date – Tuesday 8 January 12:00
Acorn Christian Healing Foundation are moving from Whitehill Chase, Hampshire. We are seeking a
capable project manager to assist with this move.
Find out more

Barista & Café Assistant at Café TwelveThirty
Café TwelveThirty is seeking an experienced Barista & Café Assistant to join our team. Working part time,
on-call, to include Saturdays on rotation, it is anticipated the hours could be between 15-20 per week.
Find out more

Children’s and Youth Minister - The Bourne
Closing Date – Friday 25 January 12:00
The Bourne, an active growing church open to whatever God’s plan involves, needs an experienced and
enthusiastic Youth Minister to help us share the Gospel with young people.
This new post offers the chance for a wider leadership role in shaping the future youth and children’s
ministry in our parish.
Find out more

