Welcome to the February edition of Grapevine, the monthly e-bulletin for clergy and parish teams,
put together by comms@cofeguildford.org.uk.

Transforming Lent – sign up now!
Come with us on a journey this Lent to becoming more prayerful and
confident disciples in daily life!
Through video interviews, email reflections and prayers the Lent
Challenge will provoke, inspire and offer practical tips to help us grow as
disciples of Jesus Christ. With themes ranging from Praying with the
Psalms to Getting started – creating space, place and time, written by
senior clergy from around the diocese, there’s something for everyone.
Money raised during the Lent challenge will be split between two
charities – the Bishop of Guildford’s Communities Fund (formerly the
BGF) and Church Missionary Society to support their work to bring hope
and change to communities in DR Congo and Tanzania.
Find out more about the Lent Challenge and make sure you’re signed up
for the Lent Challenge materials.

St John’s is Surrey’s Number one school
St John’s C of E Primary School in Dorking is now the number-one
school in Surrey for progress in all three subjects. Rated as
inadequate by Ofsted in 2013 the school, an academy in the
Good Shepherd Trust, has been on a transformational journey.
The head teacher, Mark Richards, said:
"I am exceptionally proud of the children's achievements
which is testament to the hard work and tenacity of our
incredible teachers and support staff. The whole team's
determination for ensuring all children succeed regardless of
their circumstances or history makes St John's an inspiring place to be. With the right provision surrounding each
child, the sky is their limit and our staff are proving this can be true."
Tony Billings, Chief Executive Officer of The Good Shepherd Trust said:
“The journey Mr Richards and his team have taken St John's on is truly inspirational. Educational excellence and
holistic Church school education go hand in hand and we are very proud of all its children and staff for their
continued hard work."
With 51% of the school classified as disadvantaged and 1/3 with Special Educational Needs, the school have many
different approaches to cater for the needs of each child, allowing all children to shine.
Read the story

Andy’s Café
A café in Woking is cooking up mouth-watering, healthy meals using ingredients that would have been thrown
away by supermarkets - and the best thing about it is you can pay however much you want.
Andy’s Community Café in St Andrew’s Church, Goldsworth Park cooks up creative meals using surplus food from
Waitrose and Tesco - this could be ingredients that are going out
of date but that are still good if they are cooked and eaten soon.
The unique café, run by managers Amanda Smith and Mary
Incorvaia, opened in October last year.
The idea is that the church can provide anyone a nice, warm meal
- whatever their financial or living situation - while food waste is
being reduced from supermarkets.
Read the story
Image by SurreyLive
All the latest news stories from around the Diocese of Guildford are live on our website.

Diocese partners with Aldershot Town FC and the NHS to support carers
Aldershot Town Football Club, the Diocese of Guildford,
NHS North East Hants & Farnham Clinical Commissioning
Group, The Princess Royal Trust for Carers, and Hart
Voluntary Action have joined together to form an
innovative partnership to support carers in Hampshire.
Through the partnership a ‘Carers Day’ will be held on
9 February when The Shots host Eastleigh FC. As part of
the day carers from across North East Hampshire and
Farnham will be invited to enjoy the match as guests of
the club.
Read the story

All upcoming events for the
Diocese of Guildford are available
in the events section on our
website – visit it regularly to stay
up to date. Some of our featured
events are included below.

Reasons to believe! A half-day conference at Howell Hill for
churches in the Guildford Diocese to help you to share your faith
with confidence.
Book your place now

Staying in touch
There’s a lot more happening
around the diocese than we can fit
into Grapevine so visit our website
for all the latest stories. If you want
help publicising a news story or
event please get in touch at
comms@cofeguildford.org.uk.

Diocesan Day on Prayer - What Can New Monasticism Teach
Us?
Join us at Guildford Cathedral for the next diocesan day on
prayer featuring a key note speaker followed by workshops
on modern communities of prayer.

Can Faith Institutions Save our Planet?

Open to all, the day promises to be richly rewarding as we
listen and learn from Ian Mobsby, workshop leaders and one
another.
Aim of the day:
 to engage with where prayer and spirituality are
growing on the edges of church life
 to explore fresh rhythms of prayer in daily life
 to build on Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Festival 2018

"As Christians we are called to be stewards of God's
wonderful creation. The challenges facing this creation are
numerous and well reported, but there are plenty of small
steps that we can take to help care for our planet. Often
this starts with ourselves, as individuals and churches.”
+Andrew
Join Bishop Andrew and Shaukat Warraich (CEO of Faith
Associates) for a discussion about how we can tackle and
raise awareness of environmental issues from a faith
perspective.

Guildford Cathedral, Stag Hill, GU2 7UP
Saturday 2 February 10:00 – 15:00

H.G. Wells Conference Centre, Woking, GU21 6HJ
Tue 12 February 18:30 – 21:30

Book your place

Book your place

Lent and Easter Resource Week

Cracking Youthwork is back!

Come along to the resource centre for all your Lent and
Easter resources!
Lots will be on offer including:








Drama
Crafts
Holy Week Services
Lent Studies
Prayers
All Age Worship
Messy Church

No need to book - just show up, be inspired and get set to
make sure your church marks this Lent and Easter as well as
possible!
Church House Guildford, 20 Alan Turing Rd, GU2 7YF
Grand opening - 12:00 Monday 4 February
Open daily from 9:30 – 17:00 until 12:00 Friday 8 February.
More information

With a down to earth, practical and encouraging focus
Cracking Youthwork is back and a must for employed
workers, volunteers and anyone interested in youthwork.
All the talks will be 10 minutes or less (that’s a promise)
with a Q&A session with the speakers.
Topics being covered include Vocations, mentoring, mental
health and more!
St John’s Stoke Church, Stoke Rd, Guildford, GU1 1HB
Saturday 9 February 9:30 – 13:00
Buy your tickets

Stained Glass in Focus

Acorn School of Healing
Acorn have developed a strong understanding, sound
theology, and safe practice to support churches seeking to
grow a healing ministry.

Love stained glass? Professional photographer Michael Sleigh
has been capturing images of stained glass over the last nine
years, developing into the visually arresting Church Stained
Glass Project and has culminated in an exhibition at Guildford
Cathedral.
The aim of the project is to raise the appreciation of stained
glass showing the beauty and interesting details to be seen in
church windows, from the 1820’s to the present day.
Guildford Cathedral, Stag Hill, GU2 7UP
Tuesday 15 January to Sunday 24 February
More information

Culture of Invitation

Come along and learn and experience how to become and
stay involved in the healing ministry.
The day will focus on developing our sensitivity to the voice
of the Holy Spirit and our awareness of how God is at work.
There will be worship along with time for learning,
discussion and putting it into practice before concluding
with a healing service.
Guildford Cathedral, Stag Hill, GU2 7UP
Saturday 9 February 10:00 – 13:00
Book your place

Set my People Free! Forming and Releasing Disciples

A session led by Michael Harvey to capitalise on Thy Kingdom
Come (Pentecost Prayer followed by Invitational Mission).
Michael has conducted a 14 year study on what it takes to
create a culture of invitation across 18 Countries, 5
Continents, impacted 25,000 participating churches and
multiple denominations. He takes a hilarious and
informational look at modern Christianity.

How can we form whole-life disciples and equip out
congregations for their Monday to Saturday ministry?
Come and learn about the resources available through the
Church of England's Setting God's People Free programme
and join with other church leaders to share experiences and
encourage each other as we seek to make confident,
prayerful, disciples of Jesus in daily life.
We will also be exploring online, group and individual
resources and discussing how to create a culture of
discipleship across ages.

St Peter's Church, Wrecclesham, GU10 4PY
Tuesday 26 March 10:00 – 15:00 or (evening) 19:30 – 21:30
Book your place for the lunch session or evening session

Church House Guildford, 20 Alan Turing Road, GU2 7YF
Thursday 28 February 14:00 – 16:00
Book Your Place

Soul Space Day

Occasional Preachers

A day of quietness and creativity to restore the soul.
During the day we will have time set aside to pause and
reflect, to walk in nature and to work with art materials. No
skills or previous artistic experience is necessary and all art
materials will be provided.
You may like to bring a camera, suitable footwear and your
own lunch. Drinks and cake will be provided.
"Thank you for this hugely encouraging and helpful course. I
now feel excited and ready to explore further the exciting
challenge of actually speaking God’s word."
Go deeper in your faith and learn about preaching from the
best in the Occasional Preachers course.
Following authorisation you are able to preach up to 5 times
a year in your benefice!
Saturday 11 May, 8 & 22 June 9:00 – 15:30
Church of St Peter & St Paul, Church St, Godalming GU7 1ER
Saturday 23 February

Apply now. Your Incumbent should also complete an
application in support.

More Information

Clergy Reflective Walk

What Comes After? Moving on Workshop
This workshop for clergy will explore what their next job
may be and develop their abilities and confidence with the
job application process.
Led by Su Blanch, the workshop will cover getting your CV in
order, completing application forms properly, reading
parish profiles/job specifications intelligently and interview
technique.

All members of clergy within the Diocese of Guildford are
invited to join the Archdeacon of Surrey for a prayerful,
reflective and enjoyable walk.
Walking route to be confirmed.
Book your place to avoid missing out.
Tuesday 19 March 10:00 – 16:00
Book your place

Venue to be confirmed
Thursday 7 March 9:30 – 15:30
Book your place

Volunteers Needed
Volunteers in the Guildford, Ash and Haslemere areas who
feel they would be able to go into schools to assist the school
teachers with Syrian refugee children.

Hear Here Training
1 in 6 people have a
hearing loss in our
Diocese.
With an increasing
older population and
longer life expectancy
our church buildings
need to be able to
welcome and accommodate those with sensory loss to aid
communication.
We are looking for volunteers to:
- Be trained in the basic maintenance of hearing aids to
become ‘Hearing Champions’

A regular commitment is required for at least a term and
could be with either infant, junior or secondary age children.
All appropriate checks and training provided.
Sign up now

- Offer these simple maintenance sessions at existing church
social events e.g. coffee mornings, lunches, afternoon teas.
A number of training sessions are available to attend across
the diocese with sessions in April, June, September and
November – book your place now.
Watch a video about the impact of the Hear here project.

RE:Quipped Conference

What makes a brilliant primary school assembly?

You are invited to join us at our first ever regional RE
conference for primary teachers. This is designed for class
teachers and RE subject leaders to gather inspiration and
practical ideas to use in their classrooms.
The keynote speaker is Lay Blaylock from RE Today who led
the diocesan primary RE conference in 2017. In addition there
are a range of speakers and seminars for teachers to choose
from.
A training session for Christians who lead primary school
assemblies – whether you’re a member of church staff, a
volunteer or part of an assembly team.
The training will cover worship in a school setting, the
contribution that can be made by Christian visitors, what
visitors leading assembly should avoid and resources and
ideas for collective worship with primary aged children.
William Booth College, Denmark Hill, SE5 8BQ
Thursday 23 May 9:30 -16:00

Church House Guildford, 20 Alan Turing Rd, GU2 7YF
Thursday 21 March 10:00 – 12:30

More information

To book please email jane.whittington@cofeguildford.org.uk

WANTED: Mother’s Union Banners

Needing a good home
St John the Baptist, Wonersh, have an exciting and free
opportunity arise – providing transport can be arranged!
A light oak curved altar rail with integral kneeler, no longer
used during services, is available free of charge to any
organisation wishing to use it but will need to be viewed
and removed by the new owner.

Nearly every parish church will have, or at least it likely to
have had at some time, a Mothers’ Union banner.
Do you still have your banner?
If so you are invited to parade your banner at the Lady Day
Eucharist Service on Monday 25th March in Guildford
Cathedral.

Further information available from the Wonersh Church
Office office@wonershchurch.org.uk or 01483 890266.

For more information please contact The MU President

Books and Bibles Available

NIrV Accessible Edition Available

Over 200 New International Version Bibles are available from
Ashtead parish. Some worship song books are also available:




200 copies of Sing Glory
Songs of Fellowship (120 copies – both hard and soft)
Hymns A&M New Standard (150)

God’s Word is for all, yet for many reading it is a struggle.
Developed in partnership with Livability, Torch Trust and
Urban Saints. The NIrV Accessible Edition breaks down
barriers to reading, opening up the text to even more
people who wish to read it.
20 copies of the NIrV Accesible Edition New Testament are
available for parishes on a first come first served basis!
To claim your copy simply email europe@biblica.com with
your parish details.
Contact the parish manager for further information

More information

Good people wanted – great opportunities
For all the latest clergy and non-clergy vacancies in the Diocese of Guildford, please visit our
vacancies page. You’ll also find Church of England job opportunities on the national website.

Lead HR Operations Officer (Education)
Closing Date – Thursday 14 February 17:00
The Diocese of Guildford is seeking an experienced and qualified HR professional to lead its operations in
developing a new HR service to our Church Schools and Academy Trusts.
This a new post and an exciting opportunity to lead on the development of a new service, working initially with
our partners in the Diocese of London to deliver a HR Service Level Agreement, with the intention to develop a
full range of HR services by the Diocese of Guildford by 2021.
Find out more

Property Surveyor
Closing Date – Monday 4 February 12:00
As Property Surveyor, your skills will be key to help us develop our property portfolio and processes, ensuring
effective management and maintenance of our buildings and land. You will build up a reliable and trusted
network of suppliers, including building contractors, architects, surveyors, engineers, and letting agents.
Find out more

