Welcome to the March edition of Grapevine, the monthly e-bulletin for clergy and parish teams, put
together by comms@cofeguildford.org.uk.

Lent is nearly upon us!

Come on a journey this lent to becoming a prayerful and confident disciple. Daily resources will be available as we seek to
grow as followers of Jesus Christ. Make sure you are signed up for interviews, email reflections and prayers throughout
Lent!
The Lent Challenge will tackle a number of important
and practical themes, including:






Getting Started – creating space, place and time
Praying with the psalms
Work, rest and pray
Living Lent on the frontline
Discipleship in the shadow of the cross

The lent challenge is raising money for charities to
help them make an indelible impact in their
communities - both domestic and international.
Money raised during Lent 2019 will be split evenly between two charities: The Bishop of Guildford’s Communities Fund
who offer grants to local charities and The Church Missionary Society to support their work to bring hope and change to
communities in DR Congo and Tanzania. Discover more about their work and give now.
Find out more about Lent Challenge 2019

Bishop of Guildford joins other faith organisations to discuss environmental issues marking UN Interfaith
Harmony Week
On 12 February at HG Wells Conference Centre in Woking,
the Bishop of Guildford, Andrew Watson, spoke at an event
organised by Woking People of Faith to mark UN Interfaith
Harmony Week – Can Faith Institutions Save our Planet?
Bishop Andrew joined Shaukat Warraich, CEO of Faith
Associates, for a discussion about how we can tackle and
raise awareness of environmental issues from a faith
perspective.
Following a presentation from both faith perspectives the
panel invited questions from the audience for a wider
discussion on religion's ability to care for the planet.
Bishop Andrew said:
"As Christians we are called to be stewards of God's wonderful creation. The challenges facing this creation are
numerous and well reported, but there are plenty of small steps that we can take to help care for our planet. Often this
starts with ourselves, as individuals and churches.”
Read the story

Bishop Andrew launches new communities fund

The Bishop of Guildford’s Communities Fund has been launched to support parishes in the area who are transforming
lives through engagement with their local communities. This work supports part of the Diocese of Guildford’s vision to
strengthen its partnerships with local communities to help create a stronger, fairer and more sustainable society.
Announcing the launch Bishop Andrew said:
“Our diocese is generally regarded as an affluent part of the country. Across our communities, however, there are
areas of real deprivation, made all the more challenging by the relative wealth of those who live nearby. Many of our
churches are already engaged in community-based projects reaching into those areas and inspired by Jesus’ own
commitment to the least, the last and the lost. This new Communities Fund is designed to give them a helping hand,
both with start-up grants and ongoing support.”
Read the story.

All the latest news stories from around the Diocese of Guildford are live on our website.

The ‘Shots’ on target for young carers
On Saturday 9 February, 173 young careers from across the
region were treated to a special day of fun behind the scenes
at Aldershot Town F.C’s home-game to Eastleigh F.C. As part
of an innovative partnership to support carers in Hampshire,
the young people and their families were able to meet the
players, tour the stadium, and some even got to be mascots
escorting the players onto the pitch at the start of the game.
They were welcomed to the stadium by Andrew Ellery,
Marketing Officer, The Revd. Clive Richardson, Diocese Carer
Support Adviser, and Gillian Trippner, Partnerships Manager,
North East Hampshire and Farnham Clinical Commissioning
Group, who arranged the day.
Read the story

All upcoming events for the
Diocese of Guildford are available
in the events section on our
website – visit it regularly to stay
up to date. Some of our featured
events are included below.

Free Energy Audits Now Available
One of the significant barriers for churches is knowing what positive
actions they can undertake in order to maximise our energy saving. To
help understand where we can maximise our savings ten free energy
audits are available to the first ten churches who apply.
Find out more and apply now!

Staying in touch
There’s a lot more happening
around the diocese than we can fit
into Grapevine so visit our website
for all the latest stories. If you want
help publicising a news story or
event please get in touch at
comms@cofeguildford.org.uk.

What Comes After? Moving on Workshop

Clergy Reflective Walk

This workshop for clergy will explore what their next job may
be and develop their abilities and confidence with the job
application process.
Led by Su Blanch, the workshop will cover getting your CV in
order, completing application forms properly, reading parish
profiles/job specifications intelligently and interview
technique.

Clergy in the Diocese of Guildford are invited for a prayerful,
reflective and enjoyable walk encompassing the Thursley
Common nature reserve, Milford and Elstead area.
Meeting and parking at Borough Farm the walk will stop for
a pub lunch half way through (please bring some cash).
Archdeacon Paul Davis will led us on a reflective walk with
the Lord’s Prayer
Acorn Foundation, Whitehill Chase, Bordon, GU35 0AP
Thursday 7 March 9:30 – 15:30

Borough Farm off the A3, GU8 5JY
Tuesday 19 March 10:00 – 16:00

Book your place

Book your place

Growing In Faith Together

Culture of Invitation
A session led by Michael Harvey to capitalise on Thy
Kingdom Come.
Michael has conducted a 14 year study on what it takes to
create a culture of invitation across 18 Countries, 5
Continents, impacted 25,000 participating churches and
multiple denominations. He takes a hilarious and
informational look at modern Christianity.

An event for all who work with children and families in our
churches both volunteers and employed to encourage and
inspire as you help nurture faith in those you work with.
Mary Hawes, National Children and Youth Adviser will be
speaking at the event followed by the opportunity to attend a
number of workshops, including:
Beyond Sunday morning - making the most of your Sunday
groups throughout the week and 'What when they are bored
of playdough? - nurturing faith in older children'
Christ Church, Jubilee Square, Woking, Surrey, GU21 6YG
Saturday 27 April 9:30 - 13:00

St Peter's Church, Wrecclesham, GU10 4PY
Tuesday 26 March 10:00 – 15:00 or (evening) 19:30 – 21:30
Book your place for the lunch session or evening session

Book your place

TakeTime Training

It’s Your Call
Have you ever asked yourself “Who am I?” and “What am I
here for?”
Come along for the It’s your call vocations event and



Spirituality inspired by the stories of Jesus.



hear clergy and lay people tell their stories
find out about ministry in all shapes and sizes, lay and
ordained
seek God’s purposes for you through conversation

Due to popular demand following the Day on Prayer in
February the TakeTime team are running two days of training
for those wishing to set up TakeTime in their own contexts.
Places are £25 including sandwich lunch - payable on the day.
St Mary’s Church, Church Road, Byfleet, KT14 7NF
Friday 3 May 9:30 - 16:00
Or
Jubilee Room, Christ Church, Shamley Green, GU5 0UD
Saturday 4 May 9:30 – 16:00

St John the Baptist, Loxwood, RH14 0RG
Saturday 18 May 10:00 - 13:00

Book your place for the Friday session or Saturday session

Book your place

Seeking the Face of God

Occasional Preachers

Revd Andy Wheeler will lead a session on Practical Aspects of
Spirituality looking at the face of God Scripture invites us in
the Old Testament to seek the face of God but such an
encounter is also seen as elusive and even dangerous.
However the New Testament draws us closer with the
assurance that the glory of God is seen in the face of Jesus
Christ.
Various ways in which we can seek the Presence and Face of
God’ will be explored.

"Thank you for this hugely encouraging and helpful course. I
now feel excited and ready to explore further the exciting
challenge of actually speaking God’s word."
Go deeper in your faith and learn about preaching from the
best in the Occasional Preachers course.
Following authorisation you are able to preach up to 5 times
a year in your benefice!
Saturday 11 May, 8 & 22 June 9:00 – 15:30

Saturday 9 March 9.30 – 12:30
St. Mary’s Church, Quarry Street, Guildford, GU1 3UA

Apply now. Your Incumbent should also complete an
application in support.

Hear Here Training
1 in 6 people have a
hearing loss in our
Diocese.

Sip and Sign
Come along for a chat over a cup of tea or coffee at a
monthly 'Sip and Sign' coffee afternoon starting this month.

With an increasing
older population and
longer life expectancy
our church buildings
need to be able to
welcome and accommodate those with sensory loss to aid
communication.

Fellowship for those who are a part of the Deaf community
or have an interest in this ministry. Don't worry if you don't
know sign language yet - you will soon pick it up.

We are looking for volunteers to:
- Be trained in the basic maintenance of hearing aids to
become ‘Hearing Champions’
- Offer these simple maintenance sessions at existing church
social events e.g. coffee mornings, lunches, afternoon teas.
A number of training sessions are available to attend across
the diocese with sessions in June, September and November
– book your place now.
Watch a video about the impact of the Hear here project.

Emotionally Healthy Discipleship
This day, addressing the issue of shallow discipleship will
cover the foundational themes of:
(i) Emotional Health: defined as the ability to be self-aware
and love well

COGS, 45 Sand Hill, Farnborough, GU14 8ER
Tuesday 5 March 13:00 - 15:00

Chaplaincy Volunteers Needed
There is an opportunity at St Peters Hospital Chertsey to
make a difference to those finding themselves in a difficult
hospital situation.

(ii) Contemplative Spirituality: stopping and pausing to
intentionally cultivate our relationship with Jesus
How to run the Emotionally Healthy Discipleship courses (EH
Spirituality and EH Relationships) in the local church as
powerful tools for growth and transformation.

As a Chaplaincy Volunteer you will be provided with both
initial and ongoing training, and supervision while you
undertake this key role of visiting patients as a member of a
dedicated team making a positive difference in the lives of
many individuals in their time of need.
St Peter's Church, Hazel Ave, Stoke Hill, Guildford, GU1 1NP
Tuesday 7 May 2019 10:00 - 16:00
More information

For an informal conversation and further information,
please contact: Rev’d Laurence Gamlen CA Lead Chaplain,
Ashford and St Peter’s NHS Trust 01932 872534

RE:Quipped Conference

What makes a brilliant primary school assembly?

You are invited to join us at our first ever regional RE
conference for primary teachers. This is designed for class
teachers and RE subject leaders to gather inspiration and
practical ideas to use in their classrooms.
The keynote speaker is Lay Blaylock from RE Today who led
the diocesan primary RE conference in 2017. In addition
there are a range of speakers and seminars for teachers to
choose from.
A training session for Christians who lead primary school
assemblies – whether you’re a member of church staff, a
volunteer or part of an assembly team.
The training will cover worship in a school setting, the
contribution that can be made by Christian visitors, what
visitors leading assembly should avoid and resources and
ideas for collective worship with primary aged children.
William Booth College, Denmark Hill, SE5 8BQ
Thursday 23 May 9:30 -16:00

Church House Guildford, 20 Alan Turing Rd, GU2 7YF
Thursday 21 March 10:00 – 12:30

More information

To book please email jane.whittington@cofeguildford.org.uk

Choosing Life

Retreats at the Abbey Quiet House in Chertsey

A retreat for those seeking a new direction in their lives

The Abbey Quiet House in Chertsey is available to book for
day retreats. Able to host between 1 – 24 people the house
offers a spacious place for group or personal retreats.
The Abbey Quiet House is available for all or part of a day
from Monday – Saturday.

Choices face us within our relationships, work, and ministry.
Sometimes we are aware of a specific choice that is ours to
make; at other times what we recognise is the need for
change, without seeing where this leads us.
Drawing on themes and prayer exercises from the Ignatian
Spiritual Exercises this retreat will provide the space and
resources to explore new directions, as we become aware of
the invitation of the Spirit.
Wychcroft House, Bletchingley, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 4NE
Tuesday 2 April – Thursday 4 April
Places are £150pp – Book by:
Wychcroft@southwark.anglican.org

The Abbey, Colonels Lane, Chertsey, KT16 8RJ
For more information please contact:
Dr George Hobbs via
01932 565588 or hobbsquiethouse@talktalk.net

Good people wanted – great opportunities
For all the latest clergy and non-clergy vacancies in the Diocese of Guildford, please visit our
vacancies page. You’ll also find Church of England job opportunities on the national website.

Lead Choir Chaperone (Weekends) Guildford Cathedral
Closing Date – Friday 15 March 12:00
The Chapter wishes to appoint a paid position of Lead Choir Chaperone with effect from February 2019 to assist the
Organist and Master of the Choristers, the Sub Organist and the Organ Scholar with the proper safeguarding of children
and vulnerable adults in Guildford Cathedral Choir in line with the Cathedral’s safeguarding policy.
Find out more

Children and Families Worker – Ewell
Closing Date – Wednesday 27 March 9:00
Looking to work with children and their families in a Church of England parish in Ewell, Surrey? Come and help us develop
our existing work with children and families in the local community.
Although full time, the working hours could be flexible for the right person, Sunday working essential.
Find out more

